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What is an additional geographical denomination? 

 

Certain appellations include in their specifications a “dénomination géographique complémentaire”, or 

additional geographical denomination. This identifies a more restricted territory than that set out in the 

“Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée” in which they are located. These geographical denominations highlight 

areas in the Bourgogne or Mâcon appellations with specific characteristics. They also set out stricter 

production specifications (see below). 

These areas benefit from the overall rise in quality of Bourgogne wines over many years thanks to: 

- Improvements in growing and enological practices 

- The sector’s engagement in an eco-responsible dynamic 

- Climate change 

 

They are a market-driven response to consumer expectations, associating pleasure with affordable prices. 

 

The geographical denomination within a specification is not limited to Régionale appellations. 

 Premier Cru appellations are also additional geographical denominations within the specifications of 

each Village AOC. Druing the creation of the AOCs, the Climats of certain Village wines were highlighted 

for their exceptional characteristics and obtained Premier Cru status (the exact name for this category 

is henceforth AOC Village Premier Cru). 

 Likewise, some Grand Cru 

appellations underwent the same 

process. Chablis Grand Cru is the 

best-known: There is only one set 

of specifications for Chablis Grand 

Cru AOC, within which can be 

found seven Climats which 

obtained a geographical 

denomination. As a result, there is 

only one Grand Cru in Chablis, 

with seven Climats. 

 

All you need to know about: 
Régionale Appellations with  

an additional geographical denomination 
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Understanding the Bourgogne and Mâcon appellations and their 

geographical denominations 

 

The geographical denominations of the Bourgogne appellation: 
 

 There are 14 of these: Bourgogne Chitry / Bourgogne Côte Chalonnaise / Bourgogne Côtes d’Auxerre / 

Bourgogne Côte d’Or / Bourgogne Côtes du Couchois / Bourgogne Côte Saint-Jacques / Bourgogne 

Coulanges-la-Vineuse / Bourgogne Épineuil / Bourgogne Hautes Côtes de Beaune / Bourgogne Hautes 

Côtes de Nuits / Bourgogne La Chapelle Notre-Dame / Bourgogne Le Chapitre / Bourgogne Montrecul / 

Bourgogne Tonnerre. 

 Here, the geographical denomination can apply on several levels: Most often, it applies to a whole sub-

region (e.g. Bourgogne Côte Chalonnaise, Bourgogne Hautes Côtes de Nuits); but it can sometimes apply 

at Village level (e.g. Bourgogne Coulanges-la-Vineuse, Mâcon-Lugny); and in rare exceptions, to a Climat 

(e.g. Bourgogne Le Chapitre). 

 They cover 2,940 hectares, or 52.5% of the area covered under the Bourgogne AOC (source: BIVB, 2017 harvest).  

 Bourgogne Côte d’Or is the latest to have been added, inaugurated with the 2017 vintage. Produced 

solely on the Côte de Beaune and Côte de Nuits, it took more than 20 years to obtain recognition from 

the French governing body, INAO. The first bottles are due to hit the market in the first half of 2019. 
 

The additional geographical denominations in the Mâcon appellation: 
 

 27 villages can add their name after Mâcon under a geographical denomination: Azé / Bray / Burgy / 

Bussières / Chaintré / Chardonnay / Charnay-Lès-Mâcon / Cruzille / Davayé / Fuissé / Igé / Lugny / Loché 

/ Mancey / Milly-Lamartine / Montbellet / Péronne / Pierreclos / Prissé / La Roche-Vineuse / Serrières / 

Solutré-Pouilly / Saint-Gengoux-le-National / Uchizy / Vergisson / Verzé / Vinzelles. 

 They cover 1,756 hectares, or 43% of the area covered by the Mâcon AOC (source: UPVM, 2017 harvest). 

 The current AOC Viré-Clessé was once two Régionale appellations with a geographical denomination: 

Mâcon-Viré and Mâcon-Clessé. They merged to become a Village appellations in 1999. Mâcon-Lugny is 

currently considering making the same transition. 
 

  

Vignoble de Vergisson - © BIVB / Aurélien Ibanez 



 

3 / 3 

 

What is the main difference between a Régionale Appellation with a 

geographical denomination and a Régionale Appellation without one? 

 

The more restrictive rules on production mean the level is more demanding than Régionale appellations 

without a denomination: 

 The delimitation of the area is more precise: The geographical denominations allow for the 

identification of a particular area of production within the Régionale appellation, and introduce a 

more restricted notion of terroir, with its own history and traditions. By contrast, the Bourgogne 

and Mâcon appellations cover a very wide geographical area, corresponding to the whole wine-

producing region. 

 Lower permitted yields 

 Higher sugar levels at harvesting required 

 

What opportunities are offered by the Régionale Appellation with an 

additional geographical denomination? 

 

Régionale appellations with a geographical denomination account for 16% of the total offer of Bourgogne 

wine (five-year average 2013-2017). They can open fresh commercial prospects, with significant volumes and 

a good balance between quality, price, and pleasure.  

They represent a good opportunity for buyers and their clients. Specialist wine stores, restaurateurs, and 

other market influencers can promote this new category, which allows them to widen their customer base 

to consumers who don’t yet drink Bourgogne wines.  

In the restaurant sector, these wines are particularly suitable for sale by the glass. 
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